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RUSI of Australia Website Presentation Transcript 
 
A Japanese view of Australia’s role in Regional Security 
 
Vice-Admiral Joji Koda (Retd) to the United Services Institute 
of the ACT on 18 May 2011  
 
Vice-Admiral Yoji Koda, MSDF (Retd) previous Commander-in-Chief Japanese Self-Defense Fleet spoke 
to The United Services Institute of the ACT on 18 May 2011. VADM Koda visited Australia at the 
invitation of the RAN Seapower Centre to deliver a series of lectures under the Synott lecture program.  
In a frank and open presentation he gave a personal Japanese view of what he sees as Australia’s role in 
Regional Security.  Using the lens of Japan’s alliance history he proposes that shared national objectives 
form the basis of alliances and that the congruence of national interests between Japan and the United 
States, and Australia and the United States suggests that a third leg of mutual understanding and 
collective action could be created as a means of underpinning regional and international security in the 
Pacific and Indian Oceans. In essence, he proposes that Australia and Japan cooperate to boost US 
presence in their contiguous waters. Looking at the rise of new maritime forces in the region, he 
complements his proposal with an analysis of Japanese (and US Forces Japan) capability development 
that leads to his concept of mutual action. He contends that this action could be undertaken in a political 
and security framework that would be to the benefit to Australia’s, Japan’s and United States’ national 
interests in promoting own and others’ security in a challenging international security environment.  
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Vice-Admiral Yoji Koda served in the Japanese Maritime Self-Defence Force (JMSDF) for over 36 years. His appointments include 
almost every post associated with the development and command of the JMSDF, including those building the growing strategic 
relationships with Japan’s ally, the United States and a range of other countries globally and in the Asia-Pacific. His most recent 
appointments, before his 2008 retirement, included Director-General of the influential Operations and Plans Department in the Maritime 
Staff Office in Tokyo, Commander Fleet Escort Force, Director-General of the Joint Staff Office, Commandant JMSDF Sasebo District, 
and Commander in Chief, Self Defense Fleet at Yokosuka.  VADM Koda is a prolific writer on matters Maritime and Strategic, and has 
written and published a host of articles on Japanese military history and security in both his native language and English, many of them 
while still serving. He is a graduate of the USN Command College and the JSDF Defence Academy. As a Harvard Fellow, his work 
specifically focuses on the directions that the U.S.-Japan alliance may be taking in the next few decades and Chinese naval and military 
expansion. He is an erudite strategic thinker, particularly on the application of naval power, as well as being an engaging speaker. He has 
been closely involved in the developing Naval, maritime and strategic relationship between Australia and Japan. A regular visitor to 

Australia as participant in Navy-Navy Talks and now, in retirement a Harvard Senior, in Australia for a lecture tour sponsored by the RAN Seapower Centre.  
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