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Rear-Admiral Rowan Moffitt AO, Head Future Submarines 
Project spoke to the USI of ACT in Canberra on 16 March 2011  
 
The United Services Institute of the ACT hosted a presentation by RADM Rowan 
Moffitt AO, Head Future Submarines Project in the Russell Offices R1 Ground Floor 
Theatrette. A synopsis of his presentation is this: the Defence White Paper 2009 plan to 
double the submarine force with new submarines assembled in South Australia will be 
a long, expensive undertaking with risk. There should be broad public debate about 
how to do it for those reasons alone. However, the limited public discussion so far 
seems to favour a ‘least risk’ approach because of how the Collins experience is viewed. The Collins 
program is rich with lessons but by no means are they all negative. There needs to be a national 
determination to succeed and willingness to keep on when the going gets tough, which it may. Scoping the 
undertaking realistically will be essential, as will setting a clear vision of what we want to achieve and 
understanding why. We must know too what won’t work for us, and why. SEA 1000 is a bold plan, a 
game-changing rebalancing of Australia’s order of battle. There will be few easy choices, especially 
since we are starting from a capability that is challenged and has been delivering below expectation. The 
evening was introduced by Immediate Past President of the USI of ACT, Air Commodore Peter 
McDermott.   
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